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 The rapid expansion of digital financial technology has introduced cryptoassets as 
a new form of wealth, raising complex legal challenges in inheritance systems, 
particularly within Islamic law. The decentralized and encrypted nature of 
cryptoassets complicates asset identification, access, and valuation, potentially 
leading to disputes among heirs. This study aims to examine the role of Islamic 
Family Law programs in developing Sharia-based solutions for cryptoasset 
inheritance disputes. Employing a qualitative legal research design, the study 
integrates normative and socio-legal approaches by analyzing classical Islamic 
jurisprudence, contemporary legal scholarship, and regulatory frameworks related 
to digital assets. The findings indicate that cryptoassets can be classified as 
inheritable property (māl) under Islamic law, provided they possess economic 
value and can be legally transferred. However, their technological characteristics 
require adaptive legal interpretation to ensure fair and transparent distribution. 
Islamic Family Law programs play a strategic role through academic research, legal 
education, community engagement, and institutional collaboration in bridging 
classical inheritance principles with contemporary digital realities. This study 
contributes theoretically by extending the discourse on Islamic inheritance law 
into the domain of digital assets and practically by highlighting the importance of 
institutional involvement in addressing emerging legal challenges. The study 
concludes that strengthening Islamic legal education institutions is essential to 
ensure the relevance and adaptability of Sharia-based inheritance frameworks in 
the digital era. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The rapid advancement of digital technology has significantly reshaped the structure of 
economic assets in contemporary society. One of the most transformative developments is the 
emergence of cryptoassets, which operate through decentralized blockchain systems and enable 
peer-to-peer transactions without centralized intermediaries (Mohammed Abdul et al., 2025; 
Sivaram & B, 2024). Initially introduced as alternative payment instruments, cryptoassets have 
evolved into widely recognized financial assets and investment vehicles integrated into personal 
wealth portfolios (Baker et al., 2023; El Hajj & Farran, 2024). In recent years, the global adoption of 
cryptocurrencies has increased substantially, reflecting their growing legitimacy in financial markets 
(El Hajj & Farran, 2024; Tiron-Tudor et al., 2026). As digital assets become more embedded in 
economic activities, they increasingly constitute part of individual property ownership. 
Consequently, the transformation of asset structures in the digital era raises important legal 
questions, particularly regarding ownership rights and inheritance. This shift highlights the need to 
reconsider existing legal frameworks in light of emerging forms of wealth. 

The integration of cryptoassets into personal wealth has generated new empirical challenges, 
particularly in the context of inheritance distribution. Unlike conventional assets such as land or bank 
deposits, cryptoassets are controlled through encrypted private keys that grant exclusive access to 
digital wallets (Aliyu et al., 2025; Lim et al., 2025). In many cases, heirs may be unable to access these 
assets if the private keys are not disclosed or properly documented by the deceased. This issue has 
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been increasingly observed in practice, where significant amounts of digital wealth remain 
inaccessible after the owner’s death (Hernando-Corrochano et al., 2025). Furthermore, the 
decentralized nature of blockchain systems complicates the identification and verification of 
ownership, making inheritance processes more complex (Kumar, 2024; Tripathi et al., 2023). These 
technological barriers often lead to disputes among heirs regarding the existence, control, and 
distribution of cryptoassets. Therefore, the inheritance of digital assets represents not only a legal 
issue but also a practical challenge faced by modern societies. 

Within Muslim communities, the issue of cryptoasset inheritance becomes more complex due 
to the application of Islamic inheritance law. Islamic inheritance law, or fiqh al-mawarith, provides a 
comprehensive system governing the distribution of a deceased person’s estate based on principles 
derived from the Qur’an and classical jurisprudence (Andri & Fareha, 2024; Raya et al., 2025). These 
principles emphasize fairness, transparency, and the protection of family rights in wealth 
distribution. However, classical Islamic legal doctrines were developed in historical contexts where 
assets were predominantly tangible, such as land, livestock, and trade goods (Awass, 2023; A. 
Pratama et al., 2019; Songgirin, 2023). The emergence of intangible digital assets such as 
cryptoassets introduces new legal questions that were not explicitly addressed in classical 
jurisprudence (Hung, 2024; Wahyudi & Roisah, 2026). As a result, determining whether cryptoassets 
qualify as inheritable property and how they should be distributed requires renewed scholarly 
interpretation. This situation underscores the need for adapting Islamic legal frameworks to 
contemporary technological realities. 

The urgency of addressing cryptoasset inheritance is further amplified by the increasing 
adoption of digital financial technologies in Muslim-majority countries, including Indonesia. As the 
largest Muslim population globally, Indonesia has developed a legal system that integrates Islamic 
family law within national legislation and religious court practices (Aziz, 2024; Riyadi et al., 2025; 
Syafrijal et al., 2025). However, existing legal frameworks were primarily designed to regulate 
conventional forms of property and do not fully address the complexities associated with digital 
assets (Ng, 2025; Pastor Sempere, 2025). The absence of clear regulatory guidelines regarding 
cryptoasset inheritance creates legal uncertainty and may result in inconsistent judicial decisions. 
Moreover, the lack of public awareness regarding digital estate planning exacerbates the risk of 
disputes among heirs (Akramov et al., 2024; Katuk et al., 2023; Limna et al., 2026). In this context, 
there is a pressing need to develop legal approaches that integrate Islamic inheritance principles with 
contemporary financial technologies. Addressing this issue is essential to ensure that Islamic law 
remains relevant and responsive to modern societal developments. 

A growing body of literature has begun to explore the intersection between cryptoassets and 
legal frameworks, including Islamic law. Recent studies have examined the classification of 
cryptoassets as property (māl) within Islamic jurisprudence, arguing that these assets may be 
considered inheritable if they possess economic value and can be legally transferred 
(Muhammadiyah, 2026; Wahyudi & Roisah, 2026). Other research has focused on the regulatory and 
financial aspects of cryptocurrencies, highlighting challenges related to governance, risk, and 
compliance (Abdulrahman, 2023; Rasyid et al., 2025; Tauda et al., 2023). In addition, studies on 
digital estate planning have identified practical obstacles in managing cryptoasset inheritance, such 
as lack of awareness, technical barriers, and legal uncertainty (Katuk et al., 2023). Within the broader 
field of Islamic family law, scholars have discussed the evolution of legal frameworks in response to 
social and technological changes (Cordella & Gualdi, 2025; Firdaus et al., 2025; Rahmawan, 2025). 
Furthermore, research on legal pluralism emphasizes the interaction between religious law and 
modern legal systems in addressing emerging issues (Lubis, 2025). These studies collectively 
demonstrate increasing scholarly attention to the challenges posed by digital assets. 

Despite these contributions, several limitations remain evident in the existing literature. Most 
studies focus primarily on the legal status of cryptoassets or their regulatory implications, with 
limited attention to inheritance-specific issues within Islamic law. While some research addresses 
digital estate planning, it often emphasizes technical and financial aspects rather than normative 
legal frameworks (Katuk et al., 2023). Moreover, studies on Islamic inheritance law tend to 
concentrate on doctrinal analysis without incorporating the institutional dimension of legal 
development. In particular, the role of Islamic legal education institutions, such as Islamic Family 
Law programs, has been largely overlooked in addressing contemporary legal challenges. This gap is 
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significant because such institutions play a crucial role in producing legal knowledge, shaping legal 
interpretation, and influencing judicial practices. Therefore, there is a need for research that explores 
how academic institutions contribute to developing Sharia-based solutions for cryptoasset 
inheritance disputes. Addressing this gap will provide a more comprehensive understanding of the 
interaction between legal theory, institutional practice, and technological change. 

This study aims to examine the role of Islamic Family Law programs in developing Sharia-
based solutions for cryptoasset inheritance disputes. Specifically, it investigates how these academic 
institutions contribute to bridging the gap between classical Islamic inheritance principles and 
contemporary digital asset realities. The study offers a theoretical contribution by proposing an 
integrative perspective that connects Islamic jurisprudence, socio-legal analysis, and technological 
developments. In addition, it provides practical insights into how Islamic legal education can support 
the development of legal frameworks, public awareness, and institutional collaboration in addressing 
digital inheritance issues. By highlighting the institutional role of Islamic Family Law programs, this 
research extends existing discussions beyond doctrinal debates and regulatory analysis. Ultimately, 
the study contributes to the ongoing discourse on the transformation of Islamic law in the digital era 
and its capacity to respond to emerging forms of wealth. 

METHOD 

Research Design 
This study employed a qualitative legal research design integrating normative and socio-legal 

approaches to examine the role of Islamic Family Law programs in addressing cryptoasset 
inheritance disputes. The normative approach was utilized to analyze classical Islamic jurisprudence, 
statutory regulations, and contemporary legal doctrines related to inheritance and digital assets. 
Meanwhile, the socio-legal approach enabled the exploration of how legal interpretations are 
developed and applied within institutional and societal contexts (Dizon, 2024; Wiratraman, 2019). 
This design was selected because the research aims not only to interpret legal norms but also to 
understand institutional dynamics in responding to emerging technological challenges. The 
integration of these approaches provides a comprehensive analytical framework that connects 
doctrinal foundations with real-world legal developments. 

 

Research Setting and Period 
The study was conducted within the context of Islamic legal education institutions in 

Indonesia, particularly those offering Islamic Family Law programs at undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels. Indonesia was chosen due to its distinctive legal system, which integrates 
Islamic law into national legislation and religious court practices, especially in inheritance matters. 
The research was carried out over a six-month period from January to June 2025. This timeframe 
allowed for systematic data collection, in-depth document analysis, and iterative interpretation. The 
chosen setting and period ensured that both classical and contemporary developments in Islamic law 
and digital finance were adequately captured. 

 

Population and Sampling 
The population of this study consisted of legal and academic documents relevant to Islamic 

inheritance law and cryptoassets. These included classical fiqh texts, contemporary scholarly 
articles, statutory regulations, policy documents, and academic curricula from Islamic Family Law 
programs. A purposive sampling technique was applied to select sources that met specific inclusion 
criteria, namely relevance to inheritance law, explicit discussion of digital assets or cryptoassets, 
publication within the last ten years (2016–2026) for contemporary literature, and academic 
credibility through peer-reviewed or authoritative institutional sources. Classical jurisprudential 
works were included regardless of publication year due to their foundational importance. This 
sampling strategy ensured that the selected data were both theoretically grounded and contextually 
relevant. 
 

Research Instruments 
The primary instruments used in this study were document analysis protocols and structured 

analytical matrices. The document analysis protocol facilitated systematic extraction of key 
information, including legal concepts of property (māl), inheritance principles, classification of 
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cryptoassets, and institutional roles of Islamic legal education. The analytical matrix was designed to 
categorize data into thematic dimensions such as legal interpretation, technological challenges, 
inheritance mechanisms, and institutional contributions. These instruments were developed based 
on established qualitative legal research frameworks (Roy et al., 2012). Their use ensured 
consistency, comparability, and depth in analyzing diverse sources. 

 

Validity and Reliability 
To ensure the validity and reliability of the research instruments, several procedures were 

implemented. Content validity was established through expert judgment involving scholars in 
Islamic law and digital finance, who evaluated the relevance and clarity of the analytical framework. 
Construct validity was ensured by aligning the analytical categories with key theoretical constructs 
in Islamic jurisprudence and socio-legal studies. Reliability was addressed through a pilot analysis of 
selected documents to refine coding procedures and ensure consistency. Additionally, data 
triangulation was applied by comparing findings across classical texts, contemporary literature, and 
institutional documents. These strategies enhanced the credibility and robustness of the research 
findings. 

 

Data Collection Procedure 
Data collection was conducted through a systematic and multi-stage process. The first stage 

involved identifying relevant sources from academic databases such as Scopus, Web of Science, and 
Google Scholar, as well as legal and institutional repositories. The second stage consisted of screening 
and selecting documents based on predefined inclusion criteria. In the third stage, selected 
documents were thoroughly reviewed and coded using the analytical matrix, focusing on key themes 
related to inheritance law and cryptoassets. The final stage involved organizing and synthesizing the 
extracted data into coherent thematic categories. Throughout the process, detailed documentation 
was maintained to ensure transparency and replicability. 

 

Data Analysis Techniques 
The data were analyzed using qualitative content analysis combined with doctrinal legal 

interpretation. The analysis began with data reduction to identify relevant information and eliminate 
irrelevant data. This was followed by open coding to generate initial categories, which were then 
refined through axial coding into broader thematic structures. Thematic analysis was subsequently 
conducted to identify patterns, relationships, and key insights (Miles et al., 2013). In the normative 
dimension, doctrinal analysis was applied to interpret Islamic legal principles and assess their 
applicability to cryptoassets. The integration of these analytical techniques enabled a comprehensive 
understanding of both legal norms and institutional roles. Data analysis was conducted 
systematically using manual coding supported by structured data organization techniques. 

 

Ethical Considerations 
Ethical principles were strictly observed throughout the research process. Although the study 

relied primarily on documentary data, all sources were properly cited to ensure academic integrity 
and avoid plagiarism. Confidentiality was maintained when analyzing institutional documents by not 
disclosing sensitive information. The research adhered to principles of objectivity, transparency, and 
scholarly responsibility, ensuring that interpretations were evidence-based and free from bias. These 
ethical considerations contribute to the trustworthiness and credibility of the study. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Results 

Cryptoasset Inheritance Disputes in the Perspective of Islamic Law 
The rapid development of digital financial technology has significantly transformed the 

structure of property ownership in contemporary society. Among the most notable 
developments is the emergence of cryptoassets, which represent decentralized digital assets 
operating on blockchain technology (Alfian et al., 2025). Cryptoassets such as Bitcoin, 
Ethereum, and other cryptocurrencies enable peer-to-peer transactions without relying on 
centralized financial institutions. Over the past decade, these digital assets have evolved 
from experimental technological innovations into widely traded financial instruments that 
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form part of individual investment portfolios (Abidin, 2025). As individuals increasingly 
accumulate digital wealth through cryptocurrency trading and blockchain-based financial 
services, cryptoassets may become part of a person's estate and therefore subject to 
inheritance distribution after death (Yeoh, 2017). The presence of cryptoassets within 
personal wealth introduces new legal challenges concerning their treatment under 
inheritance law. In conventional legal systems, inheritance law regulates the transfer of 
property from a deceased person to heirs through well-established legal procedures 
(Ahmed, 2024). Assets such as land, bank deposits, and investment securities can be clearly 
identified and distributed among heirs based on documented ownership. Cryptoassets, 
however, differ fundamentally from these conventional forms of property due to their digital 
and decentralized characteristics (Schar & Berentsen, 2020). Ownership of cryptoassets is 
determined through cryptographic private keys that grant access to digital wallets on 
blockchain networks. Without access to the private key associated with a digital wallet, the 
assets contained within it cannot be retrieved or transferred. Consequently, heirs may face 
serious difficulties in accessing digital assets belonging to the deceased, even when such 
assets legally form part of the inheritance estate (Lim et al., 2025b). Within Muslim societies, 
the issue of cryptoasset inheritance becomes more complex because inheritance distribution 
is governed by a specific legal framework derived from Islamic jurisprudence. Islamic 
inheritance law, commonly referred to as fiqh al-mawarith, provides a comprehensive 
system for distributing a deceased person's estate among legally recognized heirs (Zaman et 
al., 2023). The Qur’an establishes detailed provisions regarding inheritance shares for 
certain family members, while classical jurists elaborated systematic legal doctrines 
governing the identification, calculation, and distribution of inheritance property. These 
juristic discussions were designed to ensure fairness, prevent disputes among heirs, and 
maintain social harmony within Muslim families (Hallaq, 2004). 

Empirical discussions on cryptocurrency inheritance have also been highlighted in 
recent research on digital estate planning. Katuk et al. identify several practical challenges 
associated with the inheritance of cryptoassets, including the lack of public awareness 
regarding digital estate planning, legal uncertainty surrounding the classification of digital 
assets, and technical difficulties related to accessing private keys stored in digital wallets 
(Katuk et al., 2023c). These issues demonstrate that the inheritance of cryptoassets is not 
merely a theoretical problem but reflects emerging practical challenges faced by heirs and 
legal institutions. From the perspective of Islamic inheritance law, these technological 
constraints may complicate the implementation of classical inheritance principles, 
particularly with regard to asset identification, valuation, and distribution among heirs. 
Classical Islamic jurists devoted extensive attention to the legal classification of property 
that may be included in inheritance distribution. In Islamic legal theory, property eligible for 
inheritance must fulfill the criteria of māl, meaning something that possesses economic 
value, can be legally owned, and can be transferred from one person to another (Ahmed, 
2025). Scholars such as al-Nawawi in Al-Majmu‘, Ibn Qudamah in Al-Mughni, and Ibn Rushd 
in Bidayat al-Mujtahid discussed in detail the legal nature of property and its implications 
for inheritance distribution. According to these jurists, the primary consideration in 
determining whether an asset qualifies as inheritable property is whether it has recognized 
economic value and can be lawfully possessed and transferred (Elmahjub, 2021). 

From this perspective, contemporary scholars have begun examining whether 
cryptoassets can be classified as property within Islamic law. Many scholars argue that 
cryptoassets fulfill the fundamental criteria of māl because they possess measurable 
economic value, are widely recognized as tradable assets, and can be transferred between 
individuals through digital transactions (Dragomir & Dumitru, 2023). In global financial 
markets, cryptocurrencies are bought and sold as valuable assets, and their ownership can 
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be verified through blockchain records. These characteristics suggest that cryptoassets may 
be treated as property that forms part of a person's estate upon death (D. Pratama & 
Saipudin, 2025). However, recognizing cryptoassets as inheritable property does not 
eliminate the practical challenges associated with their distribution. One of the most 
significant difficulties lies in identifying the digital assets owned by the deceased. Unlike 
conventional assets stored within financial institutions, cryptoassets may be held within 
private digital wallets that are not connected to any centralized authority (Brummer, 2019). 
If the deceased did not disclose the existence of these assets or provide access credentials to 
family members, heirs may remain unaware of their existence. This lack of transparency can 
complicate the inheritance process and potentially lead to disputes among heirs concerning 
asset ownership (Bains et al., 2022). Another major challenge relates to the technological 
structure of blockchain systems. The control of cryptoassets is determined by possession of 
private cryptographic keys rather than by formal legal documentation. If the private key 
associated with a digital wallet is lost or inaccessible after the owner's death, the 
cryptoassets stored in that wallet may effectively become permanently inaccessible 
(Ledgerwood, 2024). In such situations, heirs may have legal rights to the assets but lack the 
technical means to access them. This technological barrier represents a unique inheritance 
challenge that differs from conventional property disputes. 

The valuation of cryptoassets also presents significant complications within 
inheritance distribution. Islamic inheritance law requires that the total value of the estate be 
determined before the assets are distributed among heirs according to their respective 
shares (Makarov & Schoar, 2022). The calculation of inheritance shares depends on an 
accurate assessment of the estate’s value at a specific point in time. However, the market 
value of cryptocurrencies is highly volatile and can fluctuate dramatically within short 
periods (Bukhari et al., 2024). Determining the appropriate valuation method therefore 
becomes an important legal question in ensuring fairness among heirs. In addition to 
technological and valuation challenges, cryptoasset inheritance disputes may arise due to 
the lack of regulatory clarity in many jurisdictions. In several countries, the legal status of 
cryptocurrencies remains subject to ongoing debate, particularly regarding whether they 
should be classified as commodities, digital assets, or financial instruments (Bok, 2023). 
These regulatory uncertainties may complicate inheritance proceedings, especially when 
digital assets are stored on international cryptocurrency exchanges or decentralized 
blockchain networks that operate beyond national legal jurisdictions. From the perspective 
of Islamic legal theory, addressing these challenges requires renewed scholarly engagement 
with the principles of fiqh al-mawarith (Benali et al., 2025). Classical inheritance doctrines 
provide normative guidelines concerning the distribution of property among heirs, but new 
forms of wealth require contemporary interpretation in order to integrate them into existing 
legal frameworks. Islamic jurisprudence historically demonstrated considerable flexibility 
through interpretive reasoning (ijtihad), allowing scholars to adapt legal principles to 
changing social and economic conditions (Kamali, 1999). 

The emergence of cryptoasset inheritance disputes therefore represents an important 
opportunity for contemporary Islamic legal scholarship to reinterpret classical legal 
doctrines in response to technological developments (Schar & Berentsen, 2020). Scholars 
must examine how the fundamental principles of Islamic inheritance law such as fairness, 
transparency, and the protection of family rights can be applied to digital assets within 
blockchain-based financial systems. By engaging in such interpretive efforts, Islamic legal 
scholarship can ensure that the ethical objectives of Islamic inheritance law remain relevant 
within modern economic contexts. Ultimately, the issue of cryptoasset inheritance illustrates 
the broader transformation of property relations in the digital age. As technological 
innovation continues to reshape global financial systems, legal frameworks must evolve to 
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regulate new forms of wealth and ownership. Within Islamic law, this evolution requires the 
reinterpretation of classical inheritance principles in light of contemporary technological 
realities. By integrating digital assets into Islamic inheritance frameworks through careful 
legal analysis and scholarly interpretation, Islamic law can continue to provide guidance for 
resolving inheritance disputes in an increasingly digital world. 

 

The Role of Islamic Family Law Programs in Developing Sharia-Based Solutions for 
Cryptoasset Inheritance Disputes 

The rapid development of digital financial technology has introduced significant 
challenges for contemporary legal systems, including Islamic inheritance law. As discussed 
previously, cryptoassets possess characteristics that differ substantially from conventional 
forms of property (Inam Ul Mansoor, 2025). These digital assets operate through 
decentralized blockchain networks, rely on cryptographic access mechanisms, and often 
exist outside traditional financial institutions. As a result, the management and distribution 
of cryptoassets after the death of their owner may generate complex legal questions (Zaman 
et al., 2023). Within the framework of Islamic inheritance law, which is traditionally known 
as fiqh al-mawarith, the emergence of cryptoassets requires careful reinterpretation of legal 
principles in order to ensure that the distribution of digital wealth remains consistent with 
Islamic legal norms. In this context, Islamic Family Law programs play a crucial role as 
academic institutions that contribute to the development of Sharia-based responses to 
emerging inheritance disputes involving cryptoassets (Akhtar, 2013). 

Islamic Family Law programs function as centers for the study and development of 
Islamic legal knowledge, particularly in areas related to family relations such as marriage, 
divorce, guardianship, and inheritance. Within the broader structure of Islamic legal 
scholarship, these programs serve an important role in preserving classical jurisprudential 
traditions while also engaging with contemporary legal challenges (Bano, 2007). Islamic law 
historically developed through scholarly interpretation and juristic reasoning rather than 
through centralized legal authority. Hallaq explains that Islamic legal tradition evolved 
through intellectual discourse among jurists who interpreted legal principles based on the 
Qur’an, the Sunnah, and established methodologies of legal reasoning. This tradition of 
scholarly interpretation remains central to the development of Islamic legal thought in 
modern academic institutions (Hallaq, 2004). In the context of cryptoasset inheritance 
disputes, Islamic Family Law programs can contribute significantly through academic 
research that examines the legal status of digital assets within Islamic jurisprudence. 
Research conducted within these programs may explore whether cryptoassets satisfy the 
legal criteria of property recognized in Islamic law (Wardi et al., 2024). Classical jurists 
generally defined property as something that possesses value, can be owned, and can be 
transferred from one individual to another. Scholars such as Ibn Qudamah in Al-Mughni and 
Ibn Rushd in Bidayat al-Mujtahid emphasized that assets eligible for inheritance must have 
recognized economic value and must be capable of legal ownership and transfer.(Cebeci, 
2020) Contemporary scholars have applied these principles to evaluate new forms of wealth, 
including digital assets and cryptocurrencies (Mokodompis et al., 2024). 

Through doctrinal and analytical research, scholars within Islamic Family Law 
programs may examine how the concept of property in Islamic jurisprudence can be 
extended to include cryptoassets. Cryptoassets possess measurable economic value and are 
widely traded in global financial markets (Schar & Berentsen, 2020). In addition, ownership 
of these assets can be verified through blockchain records even though their storage 
mechanisms differ from traditional forms of property (Zaman et al., 2023). These 
characteristics suggest that cryptoassets may qualify as inheritable assets under Islamic law. 
Nevertheless, the decentralized nature of blockchain technology introduces additional legal 
questions concerning asset identification, access rights, and valuation during the inheritance 
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process. Academic research produced within Islamic Family Law programs therefore plays 
an essential role in clarifying these issues (Possumah & Ismail, 2012). By analyzing classical 
jurisprudential texts alongside contemporary financial practices, scholars can develop 
conceptual frameworks that guide the treatment of cryptoassets within Islamic inheritance 
law. Such frameworks may address questions concerning the classification of digital assets 
as property, the mechanisms for identifying cryptoassets within an estate, and the legal 
procedures required for distributing these assets among heirs according to Islamic 
inheritance rules (Ahmed, 2024). These scholarly contributions are important because they 
provide intellectual foundations for resolving disputes involving digital assets. In addition to 
research activities, Islamic Family Law programs play an important role in legal education. 
These programs are responsible for educating future legal professionals who will participate 
in the interpretation and implementation of Islamic law within society (Afan & Al-Am, 2025). 
Many graduates of Islamic Family Law programs become judges in religious courts, legal 
practitioners, scholars, or policymakers involved in Islamic legal institutions (Korteweg & 
Selby, 2012). Their academic training therefore influences how Islamic legal principles are 
applied in real legal disputes, including inheritance cases. 

Given this institutional responsibility, Islamic Family Law programs must integrate 
contemporary legal issues into their academic curricula. The study of inheritance law should 
not be limited to classical jurisprudential discussions but should also address modern 
developments such as digital finance, cryptocurrency markets, and blockchain technology 
(Purkon et al., 2022). By introducing these topics into Islamic legal education, academic 
institutions can ensure that future legal professionals possess the knowledge required to 
address emerging inheritance disputes involving digital assets (Dahash, 2025). Kamali notes 
that Islamic legal reasoning has historically adapted to social and economic changes through 
interpretive reasoning known as ijtihad. The incorporation of contemporary issues into 
Islamic legal education reflects this tradition of intellectual adaptation (Dahash, 2025). 
Islamic Family Law programs also contribute to addressing cryptoasset inheritance disputes 
through community engagement and public legal education. In many Muslim societies, 
individuals often seek guidance from academic institutions and religious scholars regarding 
legal issues related to inheritance and family matters (Alqodr et al., 2025). Academic 
institutions therefore serve as important sources of legal awareness within society. Through 
seminars, workshops, public lectures, and community outreach activities, Islamic Family 
Law programs can educate the public about the legal implications of cryptoasset ownership 
and the importance of digital estate planning (Yakin et al., 2025). 

Public awareness is particularly important in the context of cryptoasset inheritance 
because many individuals who invest in cryptocurrencies may not fully understand the legal 
implications of digital asset ownership (Ahmed, 2024). Cryptoassets are often stored in 
digital wallets that require private cryptographic keys for access. If heirs do not possess 
these access credentials, they may be unable to retrieve the assets after the owner’s death. 
In such situations, digital wealth may become permanently inaccessible despite its legal 
status as part of the inheritance estate (Bok, 2023). By educating individuals about the 
importance of documenting digital assets and providing secure instructions for heirs, Islamic 
Family Law programs can help prevent potential inheritance disputes. Furthermore, Islamic 
Family Law programs play an important role in supporting judicial institutions responsible 
for resolving inheritance disputes. In countries such as Indonesia, religious courts handle 
cases related to inheritance among Muslim citizens. Judges in these courts frequently 
encounter complex legal questions that require interpretation of Islamic legal principles 
within contemporary contexts (Bukhari et al., 2024). Academic scholars affiliated with 
Islamic Family Law programs may contribute to the judicial process by providing expert 
opinions, participating in legal training programs, or conducting collaborative research with 
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judicial institutions. Such cooperation strengthens the capacity of religious courts to address 
new legal issues arising from technological developments (Kasim et al., 2024). Another 
significant contribution of Islamic Family Law programs lies in facilitating interdisciplinary 
dialogue between legal scholars and experts in other fields. The legal challenges associated 
with cryptoasset inheritance cannot be fully understood without considering the 
technological and economic dimensions of blockchain systems (Katuk et al., 2023c). Scholars 
specializing in Islamic law must therefore engage with experts in finance, economics, and 
information technology in order to develop practical legal solutions. Universities provide an 
ideal environment for such interdisciplinary collaboration because they bring together 
researchers from diverse academic disciplines (Lc, 2025). Through interdisciplinary 
research, Islamic Family Law programs can develop comprehensive legal frameworks that 
integrate Islamic legal principles with technological innovation (Harefa, 2025). For example, 
scholars may explore mechanisms for documenting cryptoassets within estate planning 
systems, creating secure inheritance access protocols for digital wallets, and establishing 
valuation methods that ensure fairness during inheritance distribution. Such initiatives 
demonstrate how Islamic legal scholarship can respond constructively to technological 
change while preserving the ethical objectives of Islamic law (Ubaidilah & Husna, 2023). 

 

 
Figure 1. Role of Islamic Family Law Programs in Cryptoasset Inheritance Disputes 

The involvement of Islamic Family Law programs in addressing cryptoasset 
inheritance disputes also reflects the broader process of legal renewal within Islamic 
jurisprudence. Throughout Islamic history, jurists have responded to new social and 
economic conditions by interpreting legal principles in ways that remain consistent with the 
objectives of Islamic law (Ahyani & Figueiredo, 2024). The concept of ijtihad allows scholars 
to develop new legal interpretations when existing legal precedents do not directly address 
emerging issues. The emergence of digital assets represents precisely the type of 
contemporary challenge that requires renewed juristic interpretation. By engaging in 
scholarly interpretation of digital property and inheritance law, Islamic Family Law 
programs contribute to the ongoing development of Islamic jurisprudence. Their research 
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and educational activities help ensure that Islamic legal principles continue to guide the fair 
distribution of wealth within changing economic environments. Esposito and DeLong-Bas 
observe that Islamic family law has historically evolved in response to social transformation 
while maintaining its core ethical principles. The reinterpretation of inheritance law in 
relation to digital assets represents a continuation of this historical process of legal 
adaptation (Ahyani & Figueiredo, 2024). 

In conclusion, Islamic Family Law programs play a strategic and multifaceted role in 
addressing cryptoasset inheritance disputes within a Sharia-based legal framework. 
Through academic research, legal education, community engagement, judicial collaboration, 
and interdisciplinary dialogue, these programs contribute to the development of legal 
solutions capable of integrating digital assets into Islamic inheritance law. As technological 
innovation continues to transform the global economic landscape, the ability of Islamic legal 
scholarship to respond to new forms of wealth will become increasingly important. Islamic 
Family Law programs therefore serve as essential institutions for ensuring that Islamic 
inheritance law remains relevant and capable of addressing the legal challenges of the digital 
age. 

CONCLUSION 

The development of cryptoassets as a form of digital wealth presents new challenges for 
Islamic inheritance law, particularly in relation to asset identification, access, and valuation. This 
study confirms that cryptoassets can be categorized as inheritable property (māl) as long as they 
possess economic value and can be legally transferred. However, their technological characteristics 
require adaptive legal interpretation to ensure that inheritance distribution remains aligned with the 
principles of justice and transparency in Islamic law. This study also highlights the strategic role of 
Islamic Family Law programs in developing Sharia-based solutions to cryptoasset inheritance 
disputes. Through research, legal education, and community engagement, these institutions 
contribute to bridging classical Islamic jurisprudence with contemporary digital realities. The 
findings provide both theoretical and practical contributions in strengthening the relevance of 
Islamic inheritance law in the digital era. Future studies are recommended to incorporate empirical 
approaches to further validate these findings in real-world contexts.  
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